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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 2 WARSAW 4482 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OVIP, PFOR, PL, US 

SUBJECT: WEINBERGER VISIT: MEETING WITH POLISH 
UNITED WORKERS' PARTY FIRST SECRETARY 
EDWARD GIEREK, 10:30 A.M., AUGUST 30, 1973 

FOR DR. AUSTIN 

REFS: WARSAW 4472 AND WARSAW 4465 

1. THE FOLLOWING MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION HAS NOT 
BEEN CLEARED BY SECRETARY WEINBERGER. THE MEETING 
TOOK PLACE IN THE FIRST SECRETARY'S CONFERENCE ROOM 

IN THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE BUILDING AND LASTED FORTY-FIVE 
MINUTES. HENRYK SOKOLSKI WAS THE INTERPRETER. 

MINISTER SLIWINSKI ACCOMPANIED GIEREK AND THE 
AMBASSADOR ACCOMPANIED THE SECRETARY. 

2. THE SECRETARY EXPRESSED HIS GRATIFICATION AT THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH SECRETARY GIEREK, NOTING 
THAT THE MEETING WAS TAKING PLACE ON A DAY WHEN THE 
WEATHER WAS BEAUTIFUL, AS IT HAD BEEN THROUGHOUT HIS 
VISIT TO POLAND. THE HOSPITALITY HE HAD RECEIVED 
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HAD BEEN OUTSTANDING. GIEREK SAID THAT SUCH 
WEATHER WAS ARRANGED ONLY FOR GUESTS WHOM THE POLES 
RESPECT. AS FOR THE HOSPITALITY, IT CORRESPONDED TO 
THE POLISH PROVERB: EVERYTHING WE HAVE IN OUR HOUSE 
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IS YOURS. GIEREK SAID HE HOPED THAT PRESIDENT NIXON 
WAS IN THE BEST OF HEALTH. THE SECRETARY SAID THE 
PRESIDENT HAD ASKED HIM TO TELL GIEREK HOW MUCH HE 
HAD APPRECIATED THE WARM HOSPITALITY HE HAD RECEIVED 
ON HIS VISITS TO POLAND: AS VICE PRESIDENT, WHEN HE 
WAS OUT OF OFFICE. AND AS PRESIDENT. THE PRESIDENT 
HAD ASKED HIM TO TRANSMIT TO THE FIRST SECRETARY BEST 
WISHES FOR HIS HEALTH. GIEREK SAID THAT THE STATE OF 
HIS HEALTH WAS, HE THOUGHT. APPARENT (FOLLOWING HIS 
RETURN TO WARSAW FROM VACATION, HE WAS LIGHTLY 
SUNBURNED). FOR THEIR PART, THE POLISH LEADERSHIP 
PARTICULARLY APPRECIATED THE PRESIDENT S VISIT. HE 
WANTED TO TELL THE SECRETARY THAT ALL THE AGREEMENTS 
THAT HAD THEN BEEN REACHED HAD BEEN FULFILLED. FOR 
THEIR PART, THE POLISH LEADERS HAD NO PARTICULAR 
COMPLAINTS. HOWEVER, HE MUST ADD THAT THEIR AMBITIONS 
FOR THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF US-POLISH RELATIONS WERE 
STILL GREATER. 

3. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT IT WAS GOOD TO HAVE HIGH 
AMBITIONS. IN THE FIELD WITH WHICH HE WAS CONCERNED, 

WE HAD BEEN VERY PLEASED WITH WHAT HAD BEEN ACHIEVED 
AND WOULD LIKE TO KEEP THESE PROGRAMS GOING. OUR 
TREASURY ESTIMATED THAT IN FROM FIVE TO SEVEN YEARS, 

OR THEREABOUTS, THE PL-480 FUNDS WOULD RUN OUT. 

GIEREK INTERJECTED THAT THIS WOULD BE BAD. THE 
SECRETARY SAID THAT MINISTER SLIWINSKI AND HE HAD 
BEEN TALKING ABOUT HOW TO CONTINUE THE PROGRAMS NOW 
BEING FINANCED BY PL-480 FUNDS. HE HAD TO NOTE THAT 

WE COULD NOT BE SURE OF CONGRESSIONAL ACTION NOR. AS 
THE FIRST SECRETARY KNEW, DID THE ADMINISTRATION CONTROL 
THE CONGRESS. GIEREK INTERJECTED: "IT'S TOO BAD YOU 
DON'T". THE SECRETARY SAID HE HAD READ ALL THE 
ARTICLES IN THE NEW YORK TIMES ABOUT THE FIRST 
SECRETARY'S ASSUMPTION OF HIS RESPONSIBILITIES AT THE 
END OF 1970 AND HAD BEEN VERY IMPRESSED BY HIS DECISIVE- 
NESS AND THE WAY IN WHICH HE HAD CORRECTED THE SITUATION 
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WHICH HAD CONFRONTED HIM THEN. CONSQUENTLY, HE HAD 
LONG LOOKED FORWARD TO MEETING THE FIRST SECRETARY. 

4. GIEREK SAID HE HIGHLY APPRECIATED THE SECRETARY'S 
EVALUATION, BUT THAT HE HAD BEEN ONLY ONE OF MANY WHO 
HAD WORKED ON THESE PROBLEMS. THE POLES WANTED TO BRING 
THEIR COUNTRY INTO THE RANKS OF THE HIGHLY DEVELOPED 
NATIONS. HE SUPPOSED THAT MINISTER SLIWINSKI HAD SHOWN 
THE SECRETARY SOMETHING OF WHERE POLAND HAD COME FROM. 
THE SECRETARY SAID HE HAD SEEN SOMETHING OF THIS. 

GIEREK SAID THE AMBASSADOR COULD ADD TO THAT. SINCE HE 
HAD BEEN HERE SHORTLY AFTER THE WAR. THE POLISH 

PEOPLE WANT TO LIVE BETTER. WHAT THE LEADERSHIP 
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DOES HAS THE PURPOSE OF ENABLING THE PEOPLE TO LIVE 
BETTER. HENCE THE WIDESPREAD CONSTRUCTION OF 
HOUSING, THE EMPHASIS ON EDUCATION AND ON THE SUPPLY 
OF FOOD AND OTHER CONSUMER ARTICLES. HE AND HIS 
COLLEAGUES HAD TALKED WITH PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON 
ABOUT THEIR GOALS AND THE WAYS BY MEANS OF WHICH 
THEIR ACHIEVEMENT COULD BE FURTHERED. 

5. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT THE PRESIDENT WANTED TO 
ESTABLISH A FIRM BASIS FOR PEACE AND PARTICULARLY 
WITH THE COMMUNIST COUNTRIES. HE BELIEVES IN 
RECIPROCITY, SO THAT THERE WILL BE A TWO-WAY STREET. 

GIEREK SAID HE AGREED WITH THIS. THE POLISH PARTNER 
WOULD DO EVERYTHING IT COULD. THE SECRETARY SAID 
THAT IF IT WERE REALIZED IN THE UNITED STATES THAT 
THIS WAS THE POLISH APPROACH, THAT WOULD BE THE MOST 
USEFUL THING FOR THE FURTHERING OF OUR RELATIONS. THE 
SECRETARY REFERRED TO NEW STEPS THAT COULD BE TAKEN IN 
OUR EXCHANGES, SUCH AS THE HIGH-SCHOOL-TEACHER EXCHANGE, 
WHICH HE HAD MENTIONED TO MINISTER OF EDUCATION KUBERSKI. 
THE SECRETARY SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE PEOPLE IN 
AMERICA SEE THE FILM ON THE RECONSTRUCTION OF WARSAW, 

WHICH HE HAD SEEN YESTERDAY. THINGS LIKE THE TEACHER 
EXCHANGE AND THE FILM WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO OUR BETTER 
UNDERSTANDING OF EACH OTHER. IN VIEW OF THE RECON- 
STRUCTION IN WARSAW, THE ACTS WHICH HAD DESTROYED 

IT WERE SIMPLY SENSELESS; TWENTY YEARS LATER, THIS 
BEAUTIFUL CITY HAD ARISEN AGAIN. WHEN THAT WAS WELL 
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REALIZED IN OUR COUNTRY, WE WOULD BE WELL ON THE 
ROAD TO BETTER RELATIONS. 

6. GIEREK SAID THAT THE MRMORY OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED- 
SIX MILLION DEAD, POLAND'S DESTROYED CITIES-PROMPTS 
THE POLES "TO DO WHAT WE CAN DO, WITH OUR FRIENDS, IN 
BOTH EAST AND WEST-AND WE SEE FRIENDS IN BOTH THE 
EAST AND THE WEST-TO BUILD A BETTER LIFE FOR OUR 
PEOPLE". IT WAS IN THIS CONNECTION THAT HE WAS SORRY 
TO RAISE ONE POINT THAT SURPRISES HIM. THIS WAS THE 
FACT THAT ONE OF THEIR FIRMS HAD MADE AN AGREEMENT 
WITH AN ELECTRONICS COMPANY, WHICH HAD 
APPROACHED THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR AN EXPORT 
LICENSE (THE REFERENCE WAS EVIDENTLY TO THE FAIRCHILD 
APPLICATION FOR AN EXPORT LICENSE FOR INTEGRATED-CIRCUIT 
TECHNOLOGY). BUT FOR SOME EIGHT OR NINE MONTHS NOW, 

THERE HAD BEEN NO POSITIVE RESPONSE. OTHER COUNTRIES 
HAD LEARNED ABOUT THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS AND HAD SAID THAT 
THEY WERE READY TO SELL THE TECHNOLOGY TO POLAND. HOWEVER, 
THE POLES WERE LOATH TO BUY ELSEWHERE; AS THE SAYING 

GOES, WHY REACH WITH YOUR LEFT HAND TO TOUCH YOUR RIGHT 
EAR. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT HE WAS NOT AWARE OF THIS 
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MATTER, BUT WOULD LOOK INTO IT. HE HOPED THE POLISH 
DAVIES 
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ORDER COULD BE ACCOMMODATED FOR MANY REASONS; ONE 
WAS THAT, IF THEY BOUGHT FROM THE US., THEY WOULD GET 
A BETTER PRODUCT. GIEREK SAID THAT, WITH REGARD TO 
LICENSES, THERE HAS BEEN AGREAT DELAO F IMPROVEMENT. 

THE POLES WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE US APPROACH THEM 
WITHOUT TOO MUCH SUSPICIO,. "A DEVELOPED POLAND WOULD 
BE A STRONG POLAND AND S STRONG POLAND MENAS A STRONG 
AND PERMANENT FRIEND OF THE UNITED STATES." THE 
SECRETARY SAID HE AGREED THAT A WELL-DEVELOPED AND 
STRONG POLAND WOULD BE A STRONG AND PERMANENT FRIEND OF 
THE UNITED STATES. ONE OF THE KEYS TO THIS WAS THE 
RECIPROCITY HE HAD MENTIONED EARLIER AND THE 
REALIZATION IN THE UNITED STATES THAT RECIPROCITY 
EXISTS, ASPROVED BY OBSERVATION. THE SECRETARY SAID 
HE DIDN'T BELIEVE IN DWELLING ON THE PAST; THE 
IMPORTANT THING IS THE FUTURE. WE HAVE REACHED A 
PLATUAU IN OUR RELATIONS FROM WHICH WE SHOULD PROGRES 
WITH A GOOD SPIRIT ON BOTH SIDES. GIEREK SAID THAT 
EVERY NATION, NO DOUBT, THINKS OF PROBLEMS IN TERMS 
OF ITS SIZE. FOR THE BIT COUNTRY, SMALL PROBLEMS 
DON'T EVEN EXIST. FOR A SMALL COUNTRY, EVEN SAMLL 
PROBLEMS CAN SEEM BERY BIG. HE HAS SPOKEN ABOUTNEW 
TECHNOLOGY; THIS MIGHTNOT SEEM VERY IMPORTANT TO 
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AMERICANS. BUT FOR THE POLES IT IS VERY IMPORTANT. 
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THE SECRETARY SAID THAT THAT WAS A VALID POINT AND A 
GGOD MESSAGE FOR HIM TO CONVEY TO THE PRESIDENT AND 
DR. KISSINGER. 

7. GIEREK ASKED THE SECRETARY TO CONVEY HIS PERSONAL 
FELICITATIONS TO DR. KISSINGER, WITH WHOM THE LEADER- 
SHIP HAD HAD VERY GOOD DISUCSSIONS DURING THE 
PRESIDENT'S VISIT HERE. "WE IN POLAND SAY THAT EVERY 
DISCUSSION WITH A CLEVER MAN IS GOOD." THE SECRETARY 
SAID THAT THE SENATE HAD NOT YET ACTED ON DR. 

KISSINGER'S APPOINTMENT, SO HE WASNOT YET SURE WHEN 
IT WOULD BE CONFIRMED, THE SENATE WAS CONTROLLED BY 
THE OTHER PARTY. GIEREK SAID THAT HE WAS SURE THE 
PRESIDENT'S AUTHORITY WOULD ASSURE THE PROPER ACTION. 
THE SECRETARY SAID THAT DR. KISSINGER WAS INDEED A 

A VERY CLEVER MAN AND, HE EMPHASIZED, A VERY STRONG ONE. 
HE SAID THAT HE HAD HAD THE PLEASURE OF CONVEYING 
SECRETARY ROGERS'S WARM PERSON REGARDS TO MINISTER 
OLSZOWSKI. 

8. GIEREK SAID THE SECRETARY HAD SEEN ONLY WARSAW 
AND KRALAW AND ONLY A LITTLE OF EACH OF THEM. "WHEN 
WILL YOU COME BACK AGAIN?" THE SECRETARY SAID HE 
HOPED IT COULD BE SOON, BUT, SINCE THE DEPARTMENT HE 
HEADED WAS A BIG ONE, IT WAS BETTER NOT TO BE 

AWAY FOR TOO MANY DAYS AT A TIME. HE SAID THAT MRS. 
WEINBERGER HAD VERY MUCH ENJOYED HER VISIT AND WOULD 
LIKE TO SPEND MORE TIME IN POLAND. GIEREK SAID THE 
SECRETARY AND MR. WEINBERGER WOULD BE MOST 
CORDIALLY WELCOME. THE SECRETARY SAID HE WOULD LIKE 
TO HAVE A CHANCE TO VISIT THE FIRST SECRETARY'S HOME 
TERRITORY. GIEREK SAID HIS HOMELAND WAS NOT SO 
BEAUTIFUL AS CALIFORNIA, BUT IN HIS EYES IT WAS NEVER- 
THELESS BEAUTIFUL. IT WAS A COUNTRY OF COAL AND 
STEEL, WHERE THE PEOPLE DID NOT HAVE A EASY LIFE 
AND WHERE THE POBLEMS OF POLLUTION WERE SEVERE. ONE 
THOUSEAN TONS OF DUST A DAY WERE PRECIPITATED ON 
KATOWICE FROM THE AIR. 

9. THE SECRETARY SAYS THAT SMOKESTACKS POURING 
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FORTH SMOKE WERE REGARDED JUST A FEW YEARS AGO AS A 
SYMBOL OF PROSPERITY; NOW YOU WF.F.R PUT IN JAIL FOR 
THIS. THAT WAS WHY MINISTER SLIWINSKI AND HE HAD PUT 
PROVISIONS IN THEIR AGREEMENT ON ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTON. GIEREK SAID THAT THE POLES WERE FOL- 
LOWING THE RESULTS IN THE US IN THIS FIELD WITH 
GREAT INTEREST. IN POLAND, TOO, SOME INTERESTING 
EFFORTS HAD BEEN INTRODUCED. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT 
WE HOPED TO PROFIT FROM POLISH EFFORTS. POLLUTION WAS 
NO RESPECTER OF BOUNDARIES. WE WERE ALSO INTERESTED IN 
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THEEFFORTS BEING MADE IN THE SURGICAL AND REABILITATION 
FIELDS. HE HAD BEEN IMPRESSED WITH THE RESULTS OBATINED 
BY DR. WEISS AT KONSTANCIN IN THE TREATMENTOF SPINAL-CORD 
INJURIES, FOR EXAMPLE. IN HIS TOAST TO DR. WEISS, HE HAD 
SAID THAT IT WAS PARTICULARLY APPROPRIATE THAT THIS EFFORT 
SHOULD BE SO FAR ADVANCED IN POLAND.WHERE THE WHOLE 
COUNTRY HAD SUCCEEDED IN REHABILITATING ITSELF. THE 
POLES WERE EXPERTS IN THIS FIELD. GIEREK SAID THAT, 

COMING FROM SILESIA, WHERE THERE WERE MANY INDUSTRIAL ACCI- 
DENTS, HE HAD TO MENTION THAT, AT REPTY SLASKIE, A 
REHABILITATION CENTER THREE TIMES BIGGER THAN THAT 
AT KONSTANCIN HAD BEEN BUILT. ONE THOUSAND PEOPLE WERE 
BEING TREATED THERE AND UNDERGOING REHABILITATION. IT 
WAS A KIND OF GREAT REPAIR SHOP FOR HUMAN BEINGS. THE 
SECRETARY SAID HE WOULDMAKE IT A POINT TO SEE THIS 
CENTER ON THE FIRST DAY OF HIS NEXT VISIT TO POLAND. 

TURNING TO MINISTER SLIWINSKI, GIEREK INSTRUCTED HIM 

TO TAKE THE AMBASSADOR IN THE MEANTIME TO REPTY SLASKIE AND SHOW 

HIM WHAT WAS BEING DONE THERE. (SLIWINSKI LATER SUGGESTED 

A VISIT AT THE END OF SEPT OR BEGINNING OF 

OCTOBER). THE SECRETARY SAID THAT THIS WAS VITAL WORK 

AND WHAT HE HAD ALREADY SEEN AT KONSTANCIN WAS VERY 

IMPRESSIVE. HE FELT THAT WE COULD LEARN A LOT FROM 

WHAT WAS BEING DONE IN POLAND. THIS IS THE KIND 

OF THING OUR EXCHANGE PROGRAM CONCENTRATES ON. GIEREK 

SAID THE LEADERSHIP WAS FULLY SATISFIED WITH OUR 

EXCHANGE EFFORTS AND WISHED TO CONTINUE TO TAKE VERY 

GOOD CARE OF THIS. THE SECRETARY SAID IT WAS VERY 

HELPFUL TO HEAR THIS EVALUATION OF OUR EXCHANGE EFFORTS. 

10. GIEREK SAID THAT HE WOULD LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING 
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THE SECRETARY AGAIN ON HIS SECOND VISIT. THE 
SECRETARY SAID THAT HE WAS SURE HIS PRESENT VISIT 
WOULD BE FOLLOWED BY THOSE OF SOME OF HIS COLLEAGUES. 

HE WOULD GIVE AN ENTHUSIASTIC REPORT TO THOSE WHO 
CAME. GIEREK ASKED THE SECRETARY TO GIVE THE 
PRESIDENT ASSURANCES OF HIS RESPECT AND BEST WISHES 
FOR HIS HEALTH AND SUCCESS IN HIS VERY RESPONSIBLE 
POST. HE SAID HE WAS HOPING TO HAVE AN OPPERTUNITY 
OF CONVEYING SUCH WISHES HIMSELF. THE SECRETARY 
SAID HE WAS SURE THAT THERE WOULD BE SUCH AN 
OPPORTUNITY. 

DAVIES 
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